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EFENDERS

KINDNESS IS BEFRIENDING
AND PROTECTING BEAVERS---
ONE OF MAN S BEST FRIENDS



Algonquin Provincial Park, Canada -- During the summer
months one of Canada's largest and most beautiful national
parks is thronged with people. Much of the area is pristin.
wilderness, and there are only three places in the entire
park where hotel accommodations are available. There are
however, numerous designated camping sites, but they are
occupied nearly to capacity throughout the entire summer.

One reason this park is visited by so many people is that

it is not far from New York City. Its totally wild and
natural setting is a sharp contrast to the city dweller

who knows only the asphalt jungle for all but a few weeks

of every year. Another reason is that this park is one of
the last strongholds of the timber wolf, having one of the
highest populations of wolves in the world. Even here the
wolf is considered to be in danger of extinction. Park
rangers estimate there are only about 40 wolves left, when
the stable population used to number approximately 200.

What attracts city dwellers to timber wolves? Park rangers
regularly conduct outings for park visitors to hear these
wolves howl. It is undoubtedly a unique experience, since
the outings are extremely popular. We attended one- such
outing, meeting first in an outdoor auditorium in the park.
The ranger showed slides of wolves, told about their life
habits, then demonstrated how rangers howl like wolves.
Usually only the pups respond to these howls, as the adults
don't desire such close contacts with man. The pups are
just learning to howl, and they respond readily, eager to

practice their howling techniques.
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KINDNESS:

We must recognize the importance of special
habitats that certain animals must have. Help-
ing to save these areas from development and
the intrusion of man is the best way we can
help these solitude-loving animals. We, too,
must have solitude and tranquil moments. It is
our best hope of learning--and remembering--
where we belong in the balance of nature, as

part of the earth's eco-system, where everything
is inter-dependent.

DON'T SUPPORT WILDLIFE DESTRUCTION

Dolphins are being killed at an alarming rate when they
follow tuna boats and get caught in the nets used to

catch tuna. Dolphins respond better than many other
animals to attempts by man to communicate with them.

They are highly intelligent, playful, friendly sea mammals
Attempts to protect them by law have so far failed because
they have been fought by the tuna industry. Perhaps the
only way to get protection for dolphins is through the
expression of public opinion. If you really want to help
dolphins, ask your parents to stop buying tuna. Then
write the company that processes the brand you would nor-
mally buy and tell them what you have asked your parents
to do.

Animal welfare and ecology organizations are working to-
gether to try to save the whales. They are asking the
International Whaling Commission to agree not to kill

whales for ten years, so the whale populations can be
brought back to safe levels. So far, Japan has refused
to sign this agreement.

One way to let this country know
we're serious about saving whales is to refuse to buy any

product made in Japan. Watch your local newspaper to

learn what happens at this Commission, and whether or not
Japan still refuses to sign the agreement.
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THE FLOODING OF BEAVERDAM CREEK

Many little streams contributed to the major flood on
the east coast late in June. One of these was Beaverdam
Creek. Emptying into a larger stream that has a wide,
deep bed like a small river, these waters in Northern

Virginia finally make their way to the Potomac River and
then out to sea.

Although the history of its name is not known, it is
probable it was once famous for the number of beavers
that built their dams on this creek. Their dams held
high water in check and prevented flooding. No beavers
are left now. They were all trapped for their fur. Now
in flood times Beaverdam Creek overflows its banks and
its water rushes into the larger stream with a current
that destroys everything in its path. During this recent
flood it washed out a bridge. Waters from the flood were
30 feet deep over the road. Beaver dams once abounded in
the states that suffered from this recent flood. Now
only a few beavers are left--not nearly enough to control
flocd waters as they used to do.

Man must learn the true value of beavers in nature's bal-
ance. We must protect them from being trapped or killed
for any reason. Find out if beavers are trapped in your
state by calling your local game warden or writing to

your state Fish and Game Commission at your state capitol.
If you have beavers, protect them. Protest laws that per-
mit trappers to kill beavers. Learn too, if your state
has a program of bringing beavers back to streams where
they once held flood waters back with their efficient

dams. Let us know what you learn about beavers where you
live.



If You Love Your
Dog, Prove It!

b

The Humane Society of the United States

Demonstrate your love for your dog by protecting
him from harm. Follow these recommendations
from The Humane Society of the United States:

©@ Keep your dog on your property at all times,
except when walking him on a leash.

® Buy adog license, as required by your local
government.

©® Have an identification tag made with your
address and phone number. Keep it on the dog
at all times.

® Getyour dog the required rabies and distemper
shots.

These measures will protect your pet’s health and
safety, and assure his return if he runs away.

Be a responsible pet owner.
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