










































22· 1 ]  CHILD PROTECTIVE SOCIETIES 221 

only a few· cases to deal with, they have made a:nrangements 
with local charitaible institutions to care for any children 
coming under rthei:r supervision. The director of one large 
S. P. C C. ha·s asserted that " a  ·society for the prevention 
of crueilty to children, wihich is •located i.n a ·lairge city, and 
is without a children's sihelter, i•s literally -like a pot without 
a ·handle ".1 

The Larger S. P. C. C.s ha-ve been conf,ronted wi.tih the dif­
ficulit problem of the segregation ,of the chi;ldren coming to 
their shelters. The New York S. P. C. C, for example, re­
ceives juvenile delinquents of every <legiree of depravity on 
remand from the Children's Couirt for short periods. To 
al1low these to remain .in dose contact with temporari1ly lost 
children or those just saved from -cruel homes, would be a 
great blrunder. The p:rdblem iis d'ifficullrt, and its oillly solu­
tion is archi1tecturral-tihe construction of ithe shelter must be 
planned with a view t o  segregation. Even the present 
she<lter of the New York S. P. C C., empodying the latest 
and 'best views along these lines, has ·been severely criti­
cised on these grounds. 

Of ,recent years there has been a growing movement for 
the coordination and revision of child-welfare legislation in 
the severail states, baseid on a comprehensive ·study of tihe 
conditions su,:,rounding chitidren. " An organized and co­
operative effort .to secure legis:lation :ba:sed upon the study 
of conditions in a State and remedies that have been suc­
cessful! in other Sit.ates has been ·S1llbstituted for the spas­
modic and often fatle-considered proposals of legislative 
measures by indivi,druals or organizations interested ·in special 
,phases of child ·welfare ".2 

I A. H. A., 39th A1111. Rpt. (1915)' p. 29. 
• U. S. Dept. of Labor, Children's Bureau Publication No. u6, Emma 

0. Lundberg, State Commissions for tlie St11d31 a11rl Revision of Child 
Wr.lfarc Laws (Wash., 1924), p .  r. 
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The first of Sf\.lch code commisisionis was appointed in 
Ohio in r9II,  and the so--caUed Children's Code of Ohio 
passed in 1913, resulted from the -recommerrdation:s of the 
two commissioneirs.1 Up <to tthe present, twenity-eight states 
have provided for sm:h ,commissions, nineteen by act's: of 
their legisllatuires, and nine by appointment by thei:r gov­
ernors. 

1 Hastings H. Hart, in The Survey, July r9, 1913. 


